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Is there a Strong Right to Health Care?
Yes, I believe that there is a strong right to health care. According to the National Economic and Social Rights Initiative, healthcare is a human right. This question has been one of the major factors that divide Americans. In “Is Healthcare a Right,” Gawande (2017) explains that despite being a developed country, the United States has been unable to agree with the fact that healthcare is a human right. As a human right, health care should be guaranteed to protect all irrespective of the socioeconomic statuses or background. The National Economic and Social Rights Initiative (2018) explains that people have a right to the health care they need, which means that health care facilities must be accessible to all. 
Internationally, healthcare is regarded and recognized by the World Health Organization, under the United Nation’s action plan to meet the sustainable development goals in 2030. The WHO constitution on human rights and health envisages that “the highest attainable standard of health is a fundamental right of every human being” (WHO, 2017, p. 1). According to WHO (2017), understanding health as a human rights creates a legal responsibility for the individual countries to ensure that access to timely, acceptable and affordable healthcare is achieved. Therefore, as Keller (2010) explains, it is the responsibility of the government to ensure that those who cannot access good quality health care do so by providing required resources. According to WHO (2017), a rights-based approach to health requires that the government establishes health policies or programs that prioritize on the needs of those furthest behind. In the United States, the country may be developed, but many people still lack access to quality and affordable health care services. Even though the policies like the Affordable Care Act was established in 2010 with the aim of providing citizens, especially those from the poor socioeconomic backgrounds, the policy has not worked. Controversies with different regimes have inhibited its implementation. For instance, recently, the Republican legislators have publicly shown an intention to repeal the ACA and replace it. This explains why the United States remains the only developed country that has not come to terms with the fact that health care is a human right. 
Therefore, as nurses, we have a professional and moral obligation to provide everyone with health care services irrespective of their socioeconomic class, racial background or religious affiliation.
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